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E.O. 12356: DECL: OADR 

TAGS: PGOV, VE 

SUBJECT: SENIOR MOD OFFICIAL ASSERTS THAT MILITARY 
SITUATION IS FULLY UNDER CONTROL 


1. CONFIDENTIAL - ENTIRE TEXT. 


2. DURING CONVERSATION DECEMBER 17 PRIMARILY ABOUT 

ANOTHER MATTER, DCM ASKED MOD Bl 
HOW HE VIEWED SECURITY Bl 

SITUATION IN THE COUNTRY. ; Bl 

SITUATION WITHIN THE MILITARY IS ABSOLUTELY UNDER 

CONTROL. HE ASSERTED THAT RUMORS ABOUT ANOTHER POSSIBLE 

COUP ATTEMPT WHICH ARE CIRCULATING IN CARACAS ARE FALSE. 
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HE ALSO EXPRESSED VIEW THAT, IN AFTERMATH OF DECEMBER 6 
ELECTIONS, IT IS EXTREMELY UNLIKELY THAT CARACAS MASSES 
COULD BE DRAWN INTO THE STREETS FOR A POLITICAL PURPOSE 
ANY TIME IN THE NEAR FUTURE. CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY PERIOD, HE 
CLAIMED, MADE SERIOUS POLITICAL ACTIVITY EVEN LESS LIKELY. 


3. DCM NOTED THAT CONVENTIONAL WISDOM IS THAT COUP 
ATTEMPTS IN LATIN AMERICA DO NOT TAKE PLACE IN CHRISTMAS 
PERIOD, BUT RECALLED THAT DURING HIS TIME OF SERVICE IN 
ARGENTINA, COL SEINELDIN HAD LAUNCHED (HIS FIRST) COUP 
ATTEMPT PRECISELY AT THAT TIME TO CATCH THE GOVERNMENT OFF 
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GUARD . ee | WAS DEALING WITH THAT Bl 
CONTINGENCY BY SPLITTING VACATION FOR MILITARY UNITS INTO 

TWO PARTS. HALF OF EACH UNIT WILL BE OFF UNTIL DECEMBER 

26. THE OTHER HALF WILL GET NEW YEAR'S OFF. HE 

REITERATED THAT DEFENSE MINISTRY DOES NOT ANTICIPATE 

SERIOUS PROBLEMS, ALTHOUGH MINOR INCIDENTS COULD NOT BE 

RULED OUT. 


4. COMMENT. THE MINISTRY OF DEFENSE DID NOT ANTICIPATE 
EITHER OF THE COUP ATTEMPTS WHICH HAVE ALREADY TAKEN 
PLACE. INDEED, IT APPEARS THAT MUCH OF THE PLOTTING FOR 
THE NOVEMBER 27 EVENT TOOK PLACE RIGHT UNDER THE NOSES OF 
THE HIGH COMMAND. ADMIRALS GRUBER AND CABRERA AND GENERAL 

ISCON RE ALL ASSIGNED TO THE MINISTRY STAFF. YET, 

RY CATEGORIC IN HIS STATEMENTS. HE APPEARED Bl 

TO BELIEVE WHAT HE WAS SAYING. 
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